Dear [insert MP’s name here] MP,
Did you know that 1 in 7 (14%) state primary schools in the UK lack adequate library provision, and this rises to 1 in 4 in our most disadvantaged communities. This postcode lottery means that over 750,000 children lack access to a range of reading for pleasure books at school that support their educational outcomes and promote their well-being and empathy. 

Since 2021, the Libraries for Primaries campaign, co-founded by The National Literacy Trust and Penguin Books, has worked with a range of partners to turn the tide on this important issue. Earlier this year, Her Majesty The Queen opened a new library for Moreland Primary School in north London to mark the 1000th school to be transformed through the campaign. However, there are still thousands of primary schools across the UK that need urgent investment to improve their facilities. [DELETE/CHANGE AS NECESSARY: We are one of the schools who now have a library as a result of the campaign, and we want the same for every child across the country OR Our school does not have a library, and we need your support to ensure that our children gain access to all the benefits that a school library would provide]. We believe a school library/our school library is so important because....  

This campaign needs your political support.  Libraries are essential for children to have a great school experience. They should not be seen as a ‘nice to have’ if budget allows. Whilst is a statutory requirement for every prison to have a library (and rightly so) – shockingly – it is not a statutory requirement for every primary school to have a library. 

The campaign’s research has showed that 82% of parents polled agreed with the statement, ‘It is not fair that access to a library in a school is a postcode lottery’. In fact, of all the facilities that tested in the poll, only playgrounds (82%) were ranked higher in terms of perceived importance. Access to a library (71%) was seen by parents to be more important than access to a computer suite (66%) or to a gymnasium (64%). In sum, the state of primary school library provision across the country does not match the intensity of public feeling and the overwhelming support across every demographic and political persuasion for every child to have access. 

The staff and pupils at [insert school name] sincerely hope that you will lend your support to Libraries for Primaries so that every child can experience the magic of a school library. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email policy@literacytrust.org.uk. 

Kind regards,
[insert name, role, school name] 

[If you would like to, you could insert class names or children’s first names as signatures here]









